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FISHING. 



Hail! gentle Nafds, tend yottf aid, 
Ye who on Eden'a tank* hare Grayed 

Have tasted pleasures ripe ; 
Describe the subject* of you* Wt*r, 
Pokrt out your varied happiness, 

Each scene of Naid-Kfe. 

Thou, Frfyhy mnia, fertile maid ! 
Who of the nine alofle not said, 

To handle every theme ; 
Kindly assist the novice bard, 
Pass not thy suppliant unheard, 

But help to plan his scheme. 

A 



. 310 
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The pleasing solitary joys 

The calm retreat from civic noise, 

Of Angling, rich delight! 
I sing ; the balm of care and grief, 
Dull melancholy's best relief, 

That ugly bird of night 

Angling begins with early spring, 
When the gay huntsmen cease to ring 

Thro 9 woods with cheering hound : 
When woodcocks leave this happy Isle, 
Traverse the seas with tedious toil, , 

To seek their native ground. 

Concludes not 'till the ripened graip, 
Spreads its rich bounty o'er the plain, 

And to the sickle yields; 
'Till the loud fluttering partridge rear 
To full-fledged covies their young care, 

The feather'd game of fields. 

But, rightly to relate eaqb part, - 
All the grand secrets of this art, 

Lend thou, kind muae, thy skill ; 
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Instruct me to unfold the whole, 
With fertile thought inspire my soul, 
And dictate to my quill. 

The various flies shall first display 
Their different dresses, neat and gay, 

With which they lure the trout ; 
Their curious history we'll unfold, 
Relate what's been by record told, 

And trace their story out* 

Flies, by kind nature were designed, , 
As food unto the finny kind, 

Hence gradually appear ; 
Not all at once, in one month's space, . 
For so they'd cloy the scaly race, , 

But throughout half the year* 

Ob different trees they mostly breed, 
On leaves and tender buds they feed, 

The sun their common friend ; 
When he retreats they cease to fly, 
But, when he mounts the eastern sky, 

His summons they attend* 
A 2 
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Hast thou e # «f seen (fee Hightatld tftifrW, 
Pour from the hilt* u{mmi the pldtas, 

Adorn'd in varied plaid ? 
So on the streams, from lofty bowers, 
These insects stoop* itt crowding ehoWWs, 

Witto Various colours clad. 

Nor do (hey to the waters fly, 
Purely to take the fidh f s eye, 

For tpwrt a desttaed prey* 
Their hunger quell'd upon the trees, 
The rtre&tts their craving thirst appease 

Twice etteh retarding day. 

But asuKmkhid, through thirst ef gate* 
Traverse in ships tfc* unbounded mai% 

And seldom whence rertnrti $ 
So flies, to slake their thirst, repair, 
Down to the Strang from midway aif> 

The stitiatiie oft pf ove thefr tttti % 

Full tvrice twelve killing flies «be*e ate, 
Wbidhfo describe shall be my cm, 
Theitf shape, their dress* their size : 
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How Aiigfef's form theif every part, 
How from the hand of dextrous art, 
These mimic insects rise. 

Their times of watering, when they go 
From tops of trees to streams below, 

And when march off to feed : 
The seasons too, When each takes place, 
That first allures the finny race, 

And then retires to breed. 

For an old artist, much renown'd, 
For skill in Angling, lately found, 

That several flies give birth, 
To oflrtr flies of different hue ; 
And thus in various Tobes renew, 

Their former state on earth. 

Kind nature thus with tender care, 
Fresh dainties deigning to prepare, 

For the shy trout's nice taste ; 
Or else from plundering man to guard, 
With varied food the scaly herd, 

By frequent changing feast. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



8 

The black and blae with March comes in, 
Dubb'd with the fur of black dog's skin, 

And water rats blae down ; 
For wings snipe' hackles far excel, 
Blue silk its rib can mimic well, 

From some fair damsel's gown. 

This from the bramble claims its birth, 
The bramble humblest shrub on earth* 

Not so its offspring fly ; 
For with the reddish brown it vies, 
And in its watery victories, 

Shares always equally. 

On the same line the reddish brown, 
T* allure with like success is known, 

The destin'd trouts quick eye ; 
Dubb'd with the reddest fox's side, 
And brown swine hair with madder dyed, 

A certain killing fly. 

The wings of mottled partridge tail 
Or woodcock's hackle never fail, 
With ribs of copper dye : 
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Or with dark woodcock wings unite, 

Red game cock hackle fed for fight, 

Which mimic well this fly. 

This reaches to the largest size 
Of any that are calPd trout flies, 

To fern its being owes - y 
Is too a fly of hardy kind, 
And braves the cold or stormy wind, 

Fierce hail or driving snow. 

The dark blae next brings up his corps, 
Presents his myriads in a shower, 

Array'd in gloomy hue : 
Dubb'd with the house rats blaest hair, 
And dark snipe' hackles cull'd with care, 

With ribs of darkest blue. 

Then the light blae adjoins the trains, 
And ample vengeance often gains, 

O'er trouts for lying waste, 
Her numerous corps ; the rats light blae, 
With ribs of light blue silk agree, 

To please the fish's taste, 
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With wing* from gp>ejr (cock) plover puJTd, 
Or light snipe 9 hackles neafly cuH'd* 

This fly liku fat^ca^kilU 
Moves with the dark blae hand in hand, 
And thins the nam'rau scaly band, 

In March and April- 

« 
These from the sl«tiam* claim (fcarMrtik, 

And both cap .boast infer hwic werth, 

When link'din friendship dear ; 

And though their season's in the spring, 

Yet tfcey both agree flrtfh fatal mlng* 

Thrwighotifctbe fisher's year. 

For pow'rful sqnad&Mfl fam'd use see, 
Next » the train the brown and blae, 

Come failing on the wvui ; 
Of dark snipe wing and rat blae hair, 
With fo^'s fen conjom'd with care* 

A killing % in kind. 

Ef^glde&i tbi§ its birtkdoes chum, 
Shrubs but of inferior fame, 
Is with the barely j^tt'di 
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And in their fedts most ffies surpass. 
With powerful force combiii'd. 

The hare lug Ikf With mottlM corps, 
Downwards descends in thickest showers, 

To trouts a dreadful foe ; 
With Wing* of snipe' and wild cat 4 skin 
Her hardy tribes the water* thin, 

Bright yellow ribs these two. 

The hare lugs froni the sloethorn flies, 
Illustrious parents ! claim their rise, 

To trouts a fatal breed : 
And with the alder fly come on, 
Somewhat before kind April's moon, 

And on the sloethorn feed. 

The dark brown next in course appears, 
Nor spring's severest weather fears, 

Its comrade the light brown ; 
With hare's face or the fox 'tis dressed, 
With hackles from the gorecock's breast, 

A copper rib its own. 

B 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



12 

The light brown dress'd with young hare's face, 
A rib of yellow silk does grace, 

And mottl'd partridge 9 wing, 
Neither of these e'er fail to kill, 
Reign in the heart of April, 

And from the oak tree spring. 

At the same time with speckl'd wings, 
Of partridge, the small copper springs, 

Of parentage unknown : 
(The reddish brown in miniature) 
And 'mongst the oak fly's thickest shower, 

The trouts allure alone. 

On the same line in friendship's tie, 
Must hang the following fatal fly, 

Its parents too concealed ; ; 
Brown wings, red hackles, body brown, 
And yellow ribs combin'd, o'er run 

With death the watery field* 

The black and red fly next take place, 
Sprung off the oak fly's royal race, 
Soft black dog's hair combin'd, . 
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With red swine's down, and dark snipe 9 wings, 
A red silk rib : this early clings, 
Unto the oak tree rind. 

The black and yellow next, its mate, - 
Draws up its trains in princely state, 

Sprung from the red and black: 
Soft black dog's fur, and hare's leg dyed 
Of yellow line, adorn'd with pride, 

Its rib of yellow make. 

But, not to tire the reader'* eye, 
With repetitions much too dry, 

Of dubbings various hue ; 
Such kinds, as are already known, 
We'll barely hint at, and pass on 

To such as yet are new. 

Though first the various stains we'll tell, 
And various furs that most excel 

In mixtures when they're dyed; 
Swine's down, seal's fur, and soft moe's hair, 
Tame rabbit's skins, lamb's tails prepare, 

With hare's hind legs beside. 
B 2 
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"Brown, yellow, Wue, with purpte bloom, 
Copper and red conspire the doom 

Of many a feted trout ; 
With dunnish yellow, reddish brown, 
Orange, dark copper rarely known, 

WiU moke your cargo out, 

But let eacb various colour shine, 
And let each various fur combine, 

The hard with softest hair ; 
That in your mixtures you may place, 
The soft among the hard with gtaoe, 

Such as each fly shall wear. 

•The blue and dittrotsb yellow moves 
>Text in the train, from willow groves 
With plover's speckl'd wings; • 
BJae rat, and yellow ribs prepare, 
^ithdvuinisb yeMow tanner's hair, 
These join'd produce great things. 

The copper fly next cute a flash, 
Ppsc^ded from the mountain ash, 
Land rail iJp wings supplies -, 
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Copper well mix'd with purple hair, *■ 
And orange rib 'tis known to wear, 
A beauteous race of flies. 

This wife the Mae and yellow's join'd. 
On the same, floats in the wind, 

Performs its office well : 
These with the former pair come on, 
The streams relentless over run, 

Atth' end of April. 

The palm fly ushers in sweet May, 
Sprang from the sallow buds tfoey say, 

From which it takes its name ; 
With white hair from the weezel's breast, 
With plover's wing and yellow dress'd, 
* Aadribsform'dofthepame. 

At the same time the orange springs, 
Deck'd with the drake's white mottl'd wings, 

And joins in friendship's tie ; 
Dark copper mix'd with orange hair, 
And orange ribs 'tis known to wear, 

And stoops from elms on high. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



16 

-The primrose near the end of May, 
With troops bedeck'd in garments gay, 

Is from the primrose sprung : 
Bright yellow ribs, with yellow hair, 
And yellow mottl'd drake prepare 

Robes for the gay and young. 

Hast thou ne'er seen in swampy ground, 
A field with yellow garlands crown'd, 

Composed of golden flowers? 
So with these flies adorn'd I've seen, 
Sweet Eden's streams (two woods between) 

In beauteous yellow showers. 

The black fly next, that first takes life, 
And feeds on hawthorn, falls down ripe, 

In showers the streams along : 
Blue ribs and black dog's hair apply, 
With blackbird's wings ; 'gainst trouts who's fly 

Draws up her negro throng. 

Thus 'gainst hi? foes the Prussian drew 
His body guard, the valiant few 
Who'd fight to latest breath : 
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Who, through the field to spread disoiay, 
Were clad in solemn black array, 
The regiment of death. 

The black midge next with nimble pace 
And cocking wings, a dwindl'd race ! 

Does oft relentless kill : 
Sprung from the black fly's sooty breed 
And form'd like her, by some's decreed, 

To be the witch of Till. 

Then next the sand fly, wond'rous kind, 
III its right season you may find, 

Crawling on beds of sand ; 
Light blue and black this fly adorn, 
Blue ribs and dark snipe' wings are worn, 

Of flies a curious band. 

This is a long small bodied fly, 
Its wings close to the body lie, 

And cross the deep it dives : 
With the black midge it comes on near, 
(Of May who both draw up the rear,) 

Cuts short the trouts' sweet lives. 
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The holm fly next with varied grace, 
And dark snipe* wing* in June takes place, 

Like destiny destroys y 
Red ribs, with black and blae, and red, 
Adorn this fly on holm trees bred, 

That thins the river's joys. 

The cream fly next adorns the train, 
And from the ash tree stoopb attiain, 

With yellow ribsi around ; 
With light fox hair and squirrel's breast, 
Light "sterling or thrush wings 'tis dress'd, 

At the end of June is found. * 

The orange with her gaudy trains, 
Sprung from the cow plats on the plains, 

Next ushers in July : 
With ribs and hair of orange hue, 
Its showers are pompous to the view, 

Rail feathers wing this fly. 

And last the ant fly's quaker garb, 
Emplys the hook's well pointed barb, 
With many a struggling trout : 
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Dark copper, orange, purple light. 
Rail wings, and orange ribs unite, 
This makes the number out. 

This forms the rear and ends July, 
And is the industrious ant turn'd fly, 

Her state relax'd from care : 
like her its shape is short uneven, 
Tis us'd, alike the former seven, 

Alone on single hair. 

Hast thou ne'er seen from off the stage, 
Actors retired, again engage, 

In the same scenes and place ? 
Just so, though disappeared and gone, 
Return the gentle streams upon, 

These insects' varied race. 

Not that they all return again, 
Only the eight first flies step in, 

To bid a last adieu : 
'Mong which the hackles brown and blaes, 
With yellow ribs, the earliest please, 

Of all the farewell few. 
c 
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Besides these flies, the art of npau,. 
Has join'd to this destructive plan, 

Many an artful snare : 
'Mong which the golden maggots shine, 
With which you U6e the longest line 

And fish with single hair. 

These reign in June, July, and May, 
With magic art the trouts Ijetrpy, { , :i 

When streams are very low : 
Are got from carrion struck with flies, 
Which, be3t in some iftQ^t.f^pjer^e^^ * 

By which they largest gfQW. N 

From the domestic hen remove, , v a 
The embryo earnest of her lqy^ . t f t 

The promise of her fcrpod ; 
Eggs in the boiling caldron's heat, 
By more than Bativ^fira conojret^, v , r ^ 

WiU prove thejr prp^rj^od. , i<?; 

First feed yopr maggots ple^n jyith J>i$n, 

The largest of the crawliii^clai^ >; , . .. w 

Then bid vour j^olte jn ^ajr 3 , 
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Develops from their gummy Cell, ~ 
Stript of iUh\t beauteous shiapen shell, 
Their yello# beds dfcpfoy; 8 

Crush the^a»o*khd minc^ itf^^; JJ 
Let fair divWtrti teach them 'ill, 

A wide mouth'd phial chuse; 
With hungry wfcter's fragrant wave? w * 
The lucid vessel's inside lavte, " J 

Here your new tenants house. 

Thus fed and thus prepa^ybu^ dfe^ *' 
Soon wear the beauteous golden hue, 

The yellow yolk's gay shade : 
But soon they loose their reptile state, " 
High diet spurs their alter'd fafe, "* h * 

-T" 

In stiffened vest array'd. 

Maggots when Eden's tide is low, 
When his meak streams laborious flow, 

With interrupted course ; 
Fik'd to the barb of a blae fly* 
With skill unerring you may try/ 

Good fortune's eery in soiirce ! 
c 2 
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This scheme, for bo replete is skill, 
With various shifts, you'll mimic well 

With buck-skin thick and new ; 
Or, to the end of a black fly, 
A cotton maggot neat apply, 

A scheme put done by few. 

The cod bait next, alluring art, 
Found in a husk's interior part, 

In any brook or rill $ 
Spreads dire dismay through every stream, 
For numerpus conquests, ample theme ! 

Well knowing how to kill. 

Next undertones in streams you'll find, 
The parent of the May fly kind, 

An ugly creeping band ; 
These and the cod bait you may try, 
Or like a branling or a fly, 

And like success command. 

But, like, a fly when these yon use, . 
Beneath a woodcock's wing you'll chuse, 
Light hackles that are large ; 
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And for. the cod bail; mottl'd drake, 
Or mottl'd teal that's light will take, 
Alike the finny charge. 

The May fly pext, from creepers sprung, 
Leads up her vast gigantic throng, 

From beds of tumbling stone ; 
For this with all their art, mankind, 
A mimic proxy ne'er could find, 

This reigns in May and June. 

These, or like branlifig, or like ftf, 
You may with like success apply, 

To take the scaly tribe ; 
The orange blae and yellow join'd, 
And creeper's wings with skill combined, 

Nearly this fly describe. 

The pair of palmer flies we'll shew, 
The first a body black does know, 

Which silver ribs adorn ; 
About the cod bait's size 'tis found, 
And e'er with halckles brown around, ' ? 

Dark wobdcock wiiilg^&re ^orn. 
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The next gold ribs and body brown, 
The lightest woodcock's wings her own, 

Must black cock hackle wear ; 
Then after turbid floods succeed, 
Destruction thin the scaly breed, 

A fatal killing pair. 

Another fly, the restless skill 

Of man has found, the trouts to kill> 

The insect-owl of night : 
The bustard, call'd a large white moth, 
Though some are white and yellow hottf, 

Of trouts the evil spright. 

Alone of all the winged race, 
Unusual shades this insect grace, 

She has no peer beside ; 
For underneath her wings you see* 
A colour darker in degree, 

Than on the upper side. 

White and deep yellow hair combined, ' 
Or white and orange neatly join'd, * 

To mottl'd wings of drake 5 
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Or guinea feathers d^rk or light, 
Black bodies, silver ribs unite, 
The bustard fly will make. 

This in July, or June, or May, 

Rules o'er the streams with boundless sway, 

Spreads wide tremendous fate : 
When sol in ocean hides his head, 
Then you gin deal destruction dread, . 

Nor end till midnight late. 

But as the waters are in size, 

So should in greatness be these flies, 

Adapted to the place : 
For Tweed yqu use a. branling ho$k, . 
Though here two sizes less have took* 

Sweet EdepV watery race. 

But e'en in Eden, when youtrj£ 

In the deep pools, with this night fly, 

The branling hook you use : 
And .as the waters shallower a^, j? 
A smaller hook adapt witty carp, . , _, , ^ . 

And finer tackle chuse. 
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In still <tefe$> rivers you nM* try, 
By bobbing with a well siz'd ft?, 

Close by the vaulted t)fae 3 
Or o'er a bush, whose hollow root, 
Is rarely a large fin without, 

Here they securely stray. 



*i 



Or in still burris this art you use, * 
Whose muddy waves the light refuse, 

Whose streams are thinly* sown ; 
These are a large black, or brown; or blae, 
Well bush'd with hackles like the bee, * 

Your toils wiUi sport will crown . 

The minew trolling next takes place. 
The mitiew deck'd with silver grace, 

A trout destroying t&it ;: * 
Of these the evening before, 
Lay in a fulf sufficient store, f 

And fish till midnight late.' 

'Tis trolTd or up or down the stream, t 
As tb'tfre angler right shall seem; 
Though 'ciois the sfteam is best j 
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In summer, 'gin to troll at seven, 
Nor end until the hour eleven 
Has husb'd all earth to rest. 

The trouts upon the minnow prey, 
In spring and autumn all the day, 

The time for trolling right'; 
But in July, or May, or June, 
When streams are shallow, prey alone 

On minnow in the night 

In eddies too, when the stream's course 
Bends downwards, with resistless force, 

And its white waves flow high : 
Then, with the minnow you may troll, 
And the large plummet slowly roll, 

The gr^vdey bottom nigh. 

For in a flood the trouts retire. 
The river's edges always nigher, 

T f avoid its rapid sway : 
And near the bottom feed about, 
For from their lodge the flood turns out 

The worms and other's prey. 
D 
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Hence, wtoto f^fl^ tow ekfch s*St'ti pool, 
The t routs, are What Wfe tail flbbdfuti, 

And gorgM rttii plehtetftfs facti : 
Which in the eddies best they find, 
And calmer sides, *fc ifeflt behind, 

The headlong fl&witig fl66d. 

Thus, after stortafc largfc cttwfe ttfeVtevt, 
Foh»M of the plundering fisher OteW, : 

A mercefn&ry gfrarm, 
Watching the wreck's dispersing store, 
Tossed by the tides upon thfe shore ; 

Themselves secure from harm. 

Theiltoirinttw, when thfe rfver^s fraught 
With waves, is rarely to be caught, 

And shy to take the bait : 
Fed with the dainties of the flood, 
Dried herring skins are therefore good, 

This lute to imitate. 

For this a long shank'd hook you chifse, 
And shells wool for the stuffing use, * 
Which forms the rize and shape ; 
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Round this- you fatp & double cone^ 
From herring's hetty cut alone, 
Th* nrfinow's exact ape* 

Or 1st yoH* salted mimraws lie 

In heaps, that they may slowly city, 

They'll serve as bait a week : 
They serve in floods to troll for troufc 
Nor theje should anglers be without, 

Or l^re theft then toiseek. 



Or when th^ ofo^* '& wrt at 1 
Such eels a? .fisher's* eafch in sand* 

To take the tribe marine ; 
{Thesilv$r sand $$1 call'd,) procure*. 
And thus *pply ti*' Iroitf t! aJUit% 

WfceflpiiK&d witb fepnger *wi. 

As the stream Yctaftp 1* *idto*r» chira 
The largest of your stack, «r thftfe 

That are of smallest size -, 
Sey« tlp^ head* to wthid* apply 
A psoper length of ta#» which try,. 

'Twill t^ke the scaly pri«H 
D 2 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



x ^; 



v. 



Next in J«ly, or June, or May, 
/The branling will the trouts betray, 

And quickly fill your creel ; 
When every stream is very low, 
And the weak ware can scarcely flow, 

The trouts keen hunger fed. 

Then, like the daring boll dog, they 
Dart at and seize the reptile prey, 

Too late find out the snare; 
For use such tackle as is fine, 
Also employ the longest line* 

And fish with single hair. 

Of up the stream, or down, or cross, 
The angler may his branling toss* 

Though up we mostly throw ; 
Because if streams are now so clear, 
Th^fetyoti itrtet'tothefeb^apt>eaf, 

If you shoftld tost below* 

£or ilpr^he strfeam the tfcwt's head! lies, 
Thtfb&e thay watch the floating flies, i 
Aaiitewni A^^treams^hey flow ; 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Therefore 8*Wfd"ta let 'them, ate'' "* * r ' 
Your Hea^approaab, test they should flee, 
Anchwisety' shan their foe, 

Your brahling wilt when troll'd about, 
Like minnow take the hungry trout, 

And catch his watchful eye ; 
For trolling makes the worm appear '«• 
To great advantage, in the clear • 

Bright waters, where they lie. 

These, when Ahe stars no longer shine, 
With first Aurora use till nine, 

Resume your rod at four ; 
Your sport pursue tiH far frorrr sight, 
The sun retir'd bids sable night, 

With all her darkness lower; 

At brightest noon beneath the shade, 
The panting trouts are often laid, 

Half cover'd by the stream j 
Sequester 'd from the<scorchtng heat, - '* 
There yon may use your reptHe4rait, C 

And make your pannier team. 
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When in the shades you fish, giite way„ - 
And yield the nibbling trout full play* 

Whepe'er yo* fee} him, bite; 
But upwards when your line you throw, 
And down th$ strew? it mov$$ 49. slew* 

Strike when i* stops, hold tflgtMl ' 

Whene'er the brftnling you wowjfcdi try, 
With singly hair, long line, like %,, 

The whe^l you will not n$ec| ^ 
Fish with a rod, not wond'rous fine, 
Without a wheel, or eke your li^/e 

Will t&Qttgh the ring? rec«4* 

The ffhite m& f#4 WWW W£t Jk»ke plape, 
The whitg <?aft >»# 9 <?opp$r grwft 

Th^5^pr^»y blpopfe 
When nicely scour'd 3 these nobly serve, 
As bptfo their c^lew WW prefer**, 

AqidnJ 4ft tewte their doom. 

Fresh, jb^ss, tp*co**r your worms you use, 
Which from the wossie jnoprs yQU c&qft, 
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Or Sfc&i *s gf&Mrs *mong shady trees, 
But which soe'er yott use, you squeeze 
The Water from it^ite. 

Ripe salmon rtffr the trout will Iw£, 
Which with a tittle salt yott cure. 

But be it gently dried : 
From thfc full Salmon take your spawn, 
This cross the stream like tnftinow's drawn, 

Or like the branling tried, 

MMfc'telttttte* aire ty ignoble toen 
Much us'd, beneath the poet's pen, 

Fit for the poaching tribe ; 
But rather cease to flow, toy muse, 
Than stoop such abject themes to chute. 

Or such mean Arts describe. 

These Kkfe the lurking thief betray, 
Fly like the owl from honest day, 

And hide themselves # at night • 
In darkest night these best succeed, 
. The gloom adapted to the deed, 

And skulk at dawning ti&fit* 
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Though some there are, that boldly fate. 
Like highwaymen, in day appear^ 

But like them lie conceaTd, 
From honest eyes and ne'er shew face, 
Till opportunity and place, 

A friendly covert yield. 

But first we'll memorandums make. 
Before we leave the trout and take 

A farewell last survey ; 
For we have now with care enroll'd 
All the grand arts, that sportsmen hold, 

As honest as the day. 

That trouts in different seasons feed, 
At different times by all's agreed j 

Which rightly not to know, 
Is, as without th' illumin'd spark, 
Of lamp, to grope amidst the dark, 

The road where you're to go. 

In early spring they only rise, 
Between eleven and two at flies, 
When sol the river warms ; 
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Ttiln thro^eacti stream, with bubbling noise 
And eager search, the trout enjoys 
The flies' descending swarms. 

In later spring they 'gin t' appear 
'Bout nine, the water's surface near, 

To watch the dropping fly 5 
For then with eager search they crave, 
This fav'rite food in midway wave, 

Which thence they quickest 'spy- 
Between eleven and twelve they sound 
A general retreat around, 

And to their hold retire ; 
Nor can the mimic fly destroy, 
Or e'er the station'd trout 'decoy, 

Until the time expire. 

Then about two they 'gin to play, 
And wanton round in search of prey, 

Make the still river cr&wl : 
As when a shower of heavy rain, 
Spoils th' smooth water's glassy plain, 

That yields unto its fall. 
£ 
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At length -thwt fec|iii|<tMaM3^v*o' 
Anden$,%littlMtoftfott* .n*ooc-v ul 

But as the spring rolls on 'tis longer, 
When sol mwes higher, fl»«i ttiMiratflft 
?QitK swrorand eadakte* • f 

Agaiaia summer month* tl>^ 1*8* ■ 
Right earfy ii* tb^ morn atflie^ J 

Of take the repWe prey : 
In the cool morn at three begin, 
No* end tiU qhm oc ton bstw^e, "?,' 
... „ According to the d*> ; 

And then again sA fwe y they tab* 
The lure, hot to their station make 

Till near el eyea at. night j 
But change of weather may cut short, 
Or may p*olpJjig the timejor sp®ct» 

Whicfctj&ai tells ym right v 

Eden former wiildibHWidt; 
In tx^nU if^o»it» baokj? *i^)*ii& a 
Large wpod* ^#aft ft^ bre^d'i 
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Large taM* W check the firings skill, * 
In woods for whor can fish at wilt; ** 
Or as » pkiits'sttceted. 

Sx or eight weeks beyond the rest, n / 
The year-old fronts will stand the test 

Of autumn's pinching cold ; 
For these from spawning yetare clear, / 
Enjoy in ample health this year, a 

As we're by record told* 

When the wind'* high, rough flies yon chiise, 
W&en the day's calm the smooth one's use, 

Each, in such weather best ; 
When the day's clear a darker fly, 
When dark, a lighter one you try, 

Let thus each kind be dress'd. 

Of the same sort* one dozen flies* 
Will serve th' adventurer that tries 

His fortune for the day : 
Three rough, three smooth, three dark* three light, 
But when two different flies are right, 

Two dozen take away. 
£ 2 
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Trust net iirspHng to single* hfeir; .' - 
Bat rather for your fly prepare. 

Three that are. small and rovnd ; 
For oft the kipper salmon take 
Trout fly, and 'mong them havock make, 

Then in the streams abound. 

The waters now are not so clear. 
As to require a single hair, 

But tackle strong and good : 
For, at this season, largest trout 
Leave the deep pools, and roam about 

Through streams, in search of food. 

In spring the gentlest streams you seek* 
For then thetrouts are always weak,* 

And hither all resort ; 
Or at the foot of one that's strong, 
The feeble trouts will often throng, 

And these afford much sport. 

But in the summer yhen they're strong, 
Tis e'er the briskest streams along, * 
Where the ware boils up high : 
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In the deep torrent's rugged course, 
Where it rolls on with boisterous force, 
There will the largest lie. 

Fish not in pools, J>ut when the wind 
Its deep impressions leaves behind, 

And makes their waves roll high : 
Which, if but calm and slightly hurls 
The heavy wave along in curls, 

Then lightly drop your fly. 

To every fly make cocking wings, 
Except what from the sand bed springs, 

Whose wings lie flat along : 
For this ne'er mounts in air, but dives 
Across the deep for sport, and lives 

The sandy shores among. 

This rule in trout flies be your guide, 
From nature's. footsteps never slide, - 

But follow close her track.) 
Revers ! d in salmon flies your skill, 
Nature unites with art at will, 

Just as the fish will take. 
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The parte thtt form the ilfe^e fttift tftofr"'' 
Of all the different sorts of flits, 

That l«re the cautious trout, 
Are first the ribs, the wings, the head, 
Which to a proper body Wed, 

The tail will do without. 

' Upwards not far, and 6rdss the stream, 
Your trout fly throw, and let it swim 

Downwards, and cross again : 
For the right natural-fly that takes, 
Hops never near the edgfe, but makes 

Adottn the watery plain. 

Kind nature tfcfus with tender cave, 
Throws mot? within his reach such fare, 

As the shy trout approves : 
And not to cloy his subtile fast, 
Aside the cheap neglected rest, 

From his nice eye removes. 

The fly whose season's gone, oft pours 
Upon the streams in crowding showers, 
Which aot a trout wiU own y 
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You'll findp^QngsttbwfeWHm new fly* _ 
Th^iwilLyour iabows orowa. 

Quickly sueeeativfc difibrpatiffies, 
In a warm smiqh will surprise, . 

The angler unprepar'd •, 
For whf» the spring's cold rtppktgd»€e4e, 
Snub* jtbftir first budding pawrt trees, / 

It ch^4ft the insect herd ». f 

Some Isinds am*a# tfce water flies. 
There are, ^ wbicU the t!Wtttane'«r< rise, 

Which here we sha'nt describe; 
Kind nature tfeijs with bow&rteotir wiH, » 
Blinding nftnkipd* lest ti^ sbould kail 

Too much the seal/ tribe. 

In se*?on right each hardy fljr, .a 

The angler's creel will best supply, 

When north or east winds blow : 
For be the wqather what it wilt 
The proper hardy fly will kill ; > 

When streams m^ fc« Aran Nftr* 
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When iffstrott^ ftrc i ^^ » WGl^1 i?|fe frfaife lie, 
You iifldbfy there briskly ptey y ow fly, : *' 

At which they boldly %eund j 
So furious at the pitfall's bait, 
The lion springs, but finds too late,* 

His prison in the ground. 

Bgfc when for trbuts of smaller size 
You try, then slowly play your flies 

. The gentle streams along ; # 

As Fabius, by delays brought low, 
Reduced to total overthrow, 
The Carthaginian throng. 

A hollow brae, or large tree root, 
Or tumbling stones, are rare without 

T routs of the largest size : * 
When drought each stream has dwindled low, 
There lightly' your clear branling throw, 

Thence hawl the scaly prize. 

Then a long shallow stony pool, ' 

With some few deeps, is mostly full — . :i 
Of treoti, from streams retir'd j 
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He|«*«i*fc^ ttmrfiAg yt>n *ffl fitttf, 

When briskly btoiw the upland wftid; 

Fresh sport* till yowafe'tir'di' 

Such streams as have a gravel bed* 
Are gentle and are amply clad' 

With tumbling stoned all o'er; 
These hethin spring, and if they're deep. 
In summer too* are sure to keep 

Oftroutapknteonsstore. 

Let troutifly dabbing always be 
Conqj^s'd as colotrrr right agree, 

Of short and thickly hair : 
With shorter soft hair close coinbifi'df 
The colours as required well joift'd, 

Which you before prepare; 

Below a stream and oft above, 

A straggling stone by torrents drojfc, 

Presents a curl below : 
There w the br&nBhg, or the fly, 
As yon shall either ; cfruseto try, 7 

You may wiA siaceiMHiiiom - 
F 
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Still many ^ apu«tMfce«** faftfcfWb 
To take the riv^»6nojr r t»r^rriii^>i ,- j 

'Mong whieb the midge* shin* * 
But when these dwarfs of nature reign, 
The maggot or the braafctigdken vn» ? 

Will best? employ yon*ilina,< * ■ ^ 

The salmon nextmy pen*eaptoy»y ./. ,' 
Sourceof the grapidt laiin«ltiioti^J0y»y i 

That none but^nglersi know: 
For him the various flies we'll tell 
The various luresithat uiosfciexeel, > ■ 

Sp react death wherever they go. - 

Salmon with early spring come**, -*< 
In their ripe season first 4>egin,rt to <» : 

When the hills cast fcheit anow : 
When genial rains from frost severe, 
And chilling snow the rivers *dear, * *Ji 

And bid the green herb grow. 

Thei r season ends, when the gfcyiraead : 
Beneath the mower's scythe 'giris abed .' 
Her grassy honorii duet 
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W4N«iteIt J^«d*m* 4h#4ib( ^ 
Of pregnattt^att^/i^DoWest^raee,- 
Ifccfttnjta^raieMr. ' .:. 

Nature'siattteutive ^reiyiou'lbfiad, •;» 
Alike to, trout and ialmoa kind, ! x 

In granting various food; 
The tewixptiffl&tt mimic ai%> > < -« 
JHewapefrnot nature's every* part, 

Not ufoHow» close her road. 

The angler. for the salmon tries, 
A btfger gaudier race of flies *•• • 

Than those to trout assigned : 
Their amj^r size* a fuller tare, 
Requiring a»d more beauteous care ' 

Of nature ever kind; 

Bees, wafipsrand larger humble bees, 
Hornets and moths, and beetles please, 

The salmon's greedy eye : 
At hairy worms and butterflies, 
Of e«ery, kind they'Hafeo rise, - : z. 

And at the ckagon %r* -jy t ,. 
F 2 
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But firi*mimtite&{ihm*4i*!* * « A 
Of ai*!) -yoiHp-i#di«*i.«B»!rdaaier-vi^-. 

FrbmloBgiaacfcwefMt: 
This is the infant salmon fry, 
Whichaike a aunno* yo a -nrtlstaryV' -■"> 

'MoQJg.<ffle8ite£*ttaQfiJitt»< ^. 

Thisl^tUitainflbw'aiiiiiBfe'imalw ' 
With short stamp wing^of riw&Hlfd ^wiw, 

Whi4k for iteiios serve w*lit 
Or, from the haddock's back the skins 
Of sable hi*, shape like & fin, -"" 

ItwIUi^failt'exee!. 

Next to thioifljr 4epet>dj«c« pfede; > 
Ob the large bumb>e bee's gay irao*, *• 

The salmonAs dreadM-faer » 
With these you always will suoceed, 
When $ep £b? aipd year stream* antifreed, 

Awi *&» the riy#r's l<*r. > 

For when ^-ri^'* deep «ri> watt* 
The gaudiest oej0»4i'th*n «wHe, 
And from th^ largewdks • ' - 
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WhenJifht.wa***l^ 

Whea.da^^lwjge t^r «iae. 

But h«ie» ba^weiartner =go, 
The n*W di£ew**W*ts we'll »hpw, 

That form the salmon fly ; 
I^st^e Mw*4«o»ice toil iaa yam, ? 9 ., T 
>Uafayei aU hi»i^s a^ain, ,,.. w 

Apd Witless method* tiy. / 

The *ngle4?pdy* wings and £*«i, .,, t -v 
To hackles and * tail tight mod, » 

One sort of fly compose ; 
Or douhJfebodpsigWir gtao'd, .<*.*!*• 

WiltobacWes. 'tpwan ■*■ t*6«fifli* 
Thek.satiawitoctoreahewf. 

• •'.. . ,. ,.•■:«: t:W 
But in the latter sort. ne'«i fail W 
To make the body next the^lS, 

Much smaller than the other; 
Uak^it be i» gaudiest iUas, »- v 

Then it may pearJy reach- ib* *we - r 

Of tW stage «ldes>K»M*^ 
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Accord^gjy deereas? uin^t *-■ 
Shorter and shorter let it be, 
Till in |he fl^s of least degree* t *. r .<*, 

la a mere tail it ceape* i ,< 

, • • ••' • . * '« ' 

And w^ your flits are wry. /small* 
Remove bright ribs, gay cqIouis all, 

Unless their tail t* adcsn t ^m v 
For in all salmon flies we find, 
And most the humble bee Vgay kind, > 

T&atjtails are ew tWMrn. 

Agaip 3jq w apf^amtuB her«^ ( n 
Shall in its^wsder aU appear ; ^ * 

This must: he culFd with skill : 
Before the various parts you join, 
Or rude materials combine, ' • • « > 

The, scaly clans to kill. 

For wings dark mottTd drake ne'er fail, 
Or tame or w^ and turkey tail, 

That's slightly tipp'd with white ; 
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Or tarkey*fiday'r*fc'a mifbtxhtn, 
And buzzard^} WiHr guTneVcVflwn, ,; 
The feather'd cargo qnite. 

Then a larg«*tfbek Off Mack dog hair, 
With hackles fronvth^oeck prepare/ 
^ White, red, and brown, and black : 
With seafrftaif yelfcw dyed and Tflue, 
Orangctftnd red,; and. every hue, 
That salmon eager take. 

• ' ' ' 

AndArstifrgatly spring you try, 
When the stn&itol's deep, a gaudy flj, 

One of the largest size : 
Of which wkfccm W^^fen^ describe, 
Of salmon flies Ae h*rgest*rifc*, "* f --** 

At which they eager 1 riseP '-■ - 

On the same hookan equal share 
Of black and oraage >y 0n pfepafc, 

To form this double fly : 
Thajblactea hackle bfeelF^crd*n, 
The oran^fce^auhacWIe btffotfc " * 

A^ellow4a61^p^ly.J^; * * - • 



** 
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Browntnrkey wings i*H tippWwi* white, 
And yellow shoulders last note* 

With hackle black combinU: 
Or let the yellow shoulder be 
Grounded with black, 'twill right %ree„ 

To form thif^fly you ? llifmdi 

A large black body, nescHa wiorh* 

With hacklestblack gold: ribs adorn;. * 

Black turkey tipgp'd with whit**; 
One third its length of orange hue, 
Hackl'd with brow* and 4 yeHowtraer 

Its taibwill form aright; 

BlackhacUe, body large an* bkkrir; 
To which, oh it bird its Jctagtb yarn jmfca, 

A yellow dress -d with brarifi * 
Hackle, to which black turkey wing, 
That's slightly tippM wfth whiten* spring, 

The angler's toils will crown. 



Alikeaix'd bodies black and brown, 
The last a* hackle brawn is known, 
The first a black t' adorn : 
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It serves wt^^stre^pw though deep are fine, 
Red buasffd : whjfa are worn. 

The fpMfr^jpg six black bodies large, J 
With hackles black, the scaly charge, 

With equal art expose s 
Thar orange halves and yellow crown, 
Always with dy$d cock hackle brown, 

Which we'll describe no more. 

The fir$| gold ribs, dark mottl'd drake, 
To which one fourth of yellow make, 

A yellow tail unite ; 
The next owe fourth of orange betyrs, 
Brown turkey wings it also wears, 

That's tipp'd with black and white* 

The next gold rib with turkey black, 

That's tipp'd with white, the white root make, 

One fourth of yellow join: 
The next black turkey tipp'd with white, 
To which a yellow fifth unite, . 

And orange &U combine* .- 
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The next a fifth of yellow shews, 

Black turkey tipp'd with white compose* 

Its fatal killing wing : 
Then ribs of gold, dark wings of drake, 
To which an orange fifth will make, 

A killing fly in spring* 

Ten middle salmon flies take place, 
And with less pomp, more modest grace, 

In later spring appear; 
Apply the hackles as before, 
Of which we'll make no mention more, 

Recital dulls the ear! 

Large bodies black the following four 
Have, with black hackle cever'd o'er, 

Of which fto notice here : 
First yellow third, and yellow tail, 
Brown turkey tipp'd with white ne'er fail 

To make its worth appear. 

Next black and brown fleck'd turkey shew, 
With yellow third a powerful foe, 
Round orange tail adjoin'd ; 
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Then turkey fleek'd with black and brown, 
Which with a yellow fourth will crown, 
The angler's toils he'll find. 

Round orange tail one fourth the same, 
Without a hackle spreads her fame, 

Dark wings of drake prevail : 
The following three have bodies black, 
The first dark wings of mottl'd drake, 

Of orange a round tail. 

The next dark mottl'd drake wings grace, 
Whereon round yellow tail you place, 

No double bodies here ; 
The last with yellow tail that's round, 
Whose mottl'd drake wings often sound 

Stern death's approach too near. 

Black body next with hackle brown, 
A gaudy orange tail her own, 

Her wings of teal ne'er fail : 
Then body brown and hackle black, 
Of turkey black and brown wings make, 

Conclude with yellow tail. 
G 2 
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Last yellow body hackle black, 
Round tail of gaudy orange make, ' 

Black turkey tipp'd with white : 
And now small salmon flies take place, 
Of which the parts of four we'll trace, 

And end the salmon flight. 

Brown hackle, body black will take, 
With orange tail, dark mottl'd drake, 

Such as for gilse the hook : 
Brown body, hackle black adjoin'd, 
Dark teal, round Orange tail combined, 

Large salmon oft have took. 

Black body, hackle black may grace, 
Round orange tail, the next in place, 

Dark mottl'd wings of drake ; 
Then tipp'd with white black turkey's worn, 
Black body hackles black adorn, 

Round yellow tail for't make. 

The humble bee's gay race excel 
AH other flies, and answers well 
The angler's year around j 
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Therefore m silence will we pass, 
The flies of every other class, 

That on the streams abound. 

For what's not needful shall not here, 
By long description interfere, 

To tire the reader's eye : 
We'll *uch successful methods tell, , 
In practice, as ne'er fail t' excel, 

The rest with hints pass by. 

As, with the minnow's silver grace, 
You try t' allure the trout's shy race, 

By trolling cross the stream : 
So, with a trout of smallest size, 
The angler for the salmon tries, 

For sport an ample theme. 

Or failing this, the sand eel use, 
Which of the largest sort you chuse, 

Reduce to proper size : 
By taking from the midst a piece, 
For the two halves are join'd with ease, 

At this they'll eager tfse. 
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When at the lure the salmon rise, 
Their plunge imprints a dread surprize, 

And strikes an awful fear ; 
Into a bulge the waters swell, 
And with a grumbling noise foretell, 

Th' approaching salmon near. 

They take their prey, then downwards turn, 
Just shew their tails, which lashing spurn 

The deep, as they descend : 
Such was the grumbling noise through air, 
When Pluto came to seize his flair, 

Bade earth in chasms rend. 

So Thetis rose to see her son, 
Before beleagqer'd Troy was won $ 

The waves in rising curls, 
The swelling surge bespoke her near, 
And when retiring clos'd the rear, 

With gulping eddying whirls. 

When the strong salmon e'er you raise, - 
If you'd for dext'rous skill win praise, 
Start not when he is near : 
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But let him take your fly and turn, 
Then sideways strike, in vain he'll spurif, 
But upwards strike not e'er. 

In pleasant Eden you'll ne'er find, 
Good salmon fishing, but in wind, 

For here no streams are found : 
Unless when in the Weir is made, 
A breach by torrents level laid, 

And even with the ground. 

Then in its rapid streams you try, 
With trolling or the bumbee fly, 

Adapted to the stream : 
And as in Tweed use all your skill, 
Trying the likeliest parts at will, 

As right to you shall seem. 

Near Eden's mouth, where his streams join, 
And with the salt wave close combine, 

By the tide's boundless sway, 
In April, salmon will resort ; 
When the tide ebbs afford much sport, 

By late or early day. 
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Hooking, my pen myst next employ, 
Sure source of variegated joy, 

When the day's calm and bright : 
Then nicely search the salmon's hold, 
Which oft the rising bells unfold, 

And oft the fish in sight 

Then must the waves be wonderous clear, 
Through which the silver fish appear, 

From far unto the eye : 
Which if disturbed, and move away, 
Quickly retire, their flight they'll stay, 

Return again and lie. 

If afar off your salmon lie, 

Then to a shank that's long apply, 

A hook that's large and strong : 
Which, like a fly, with rod and wheel, 
And line when us'd, does often deal 

Death to the silver throng. 

And when you use the shank that's long. 
Be the end hoop'd to make it strong, 
There let a hole be made : 
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In this you fix your hook, whose stay 
Is not long there, but slides away, 
With the swift fish betray 'd. 

But if they lie near hand, then chuse 
A short small hazel, which you use, 

Unto the hook well tied : 
This, when the fish is tir'd, will pop 
Above the circling wave its top, 

The humbler of his pride. 

Where e'er you chuse, you need not fail 
To hook the fish, or in the tail, 

Or back, or fins, or head : 
But in the belly if he's caught, 
Or near the heart, your sport is nought, 

For then he'll soon be dead. 

If through his heart, with aukward hand, 
Your hook you draw, awhile he'll stand 

Stunn'd with the deadly blow : 
Then, like the lightning's rapid course, 
Springs forward with resistless force. 

But soon yields to his foe. 
H 
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In April, or the month of May, 

The salmon smelts with boundless sway, 

Possess the river round : 
When these have gain'd an ample size, 
Reach'd near the sea, then gaudy flies 

To take them best are found. 

These within half-a-year become 

The well siz'd gilse, though you'll find some 

That floods have left behind, 
Ne'er reach the size of gilse, because 
Their spawning far out-stretch'd the laws 

Prescrib'd the salmon kind. 

These, when the floods come seldom down, 
In swarming multitudes are sown, 

Where dams the waves back turn : 
And, if 'tis long before they gain 
Their annual visit to the main, 

As whitlings they return. 

The gilse, when salmon 'gin to spawn, 
And from their silver hue are fall'n, 
To that of russet brown : 
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The gilse in order then take place, 
About July, for silver grace, 

And beauteous shape well known. 

For these you use the smallest size 
Of the three sorts of salmon flies, 

But dress'd of gaudier hue : 
For which the salmon's largest kind 
Of flies, if mimic'd well, you'll find 

Give satisfaction due. 

For gilse, with minnow, or with trout 
Of smallest size, you troll about, 

In the streams rapid sway : 
Or with the sand-eel rightly prun'd,. 
Your toil's reward will e'er be found, 

A bright appearing prey. 

The whitlings in the streams resort,*. 
And more or less contribute sport, 

The angler's year around : 
These, when they're hook'd, form many a ring 
Around you, and with action spring ,' 

From out the river bound. 
H 2 
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Dress'd on a brtmlfog hook Will do, 
The salmon flies of every hue, ; 

That We've above display'd ; 
These on the hook all fish excel, 
At the rich banquet befcr the bell, 

To fepiciires eonvey'd. 

And Idst we'll meiatiofc oncte foir all, 
That Wiethe*- middle, great, or ftm&ll, 

Flies you shall ever use: 
Or for the salmon strong, or else 
For whitlihg, or the silver gilse, 

The humblfe bee e'er chuse. 

Long practice hafc its merit provM, 
A fly by anglers well belov'd, 

Dread foe to salmon kind ! 
Though many other flies take place, 
That lure the salmon's silver race, 

But this the best we find. 

N«t the voracious pyketakes place, 
The greediest of the river's race, 
Wolf of the river height : 
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For him thfe various flies we'll shew, 
The various lure* that best they know, 
And chiefly take their sight. 

For him these mimic flies you chtose, 
The duckling, goldfinch, or the mouse, 

Moth, frog, or butterfly : 
Or with the gaudiest wings combine 
Hackles, with various hues that shine, 

To which gay tails apply. 

All the young nestlings of each kind 
Of fowls, which on the banks you find, 

Of rivers, build and breed: 
For trft, in winds Wrought up, the air - 
Dislodges their young tender care* 

On which pyke eager feed. 

For pyke the following wings you use, 
And to each fly, as you shall chuse, 

Adapt them with just skill : 
The ends of peacock, bittern, drake, 
Turkey and pheasant, hawk, and make 

A g^udy tail at will. 
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The tail of goldfinch or the jay, 
Green, blue, or red cock hackled gay, 

Or yellow answer right : 
Peacock, woodcock, or the rail, 
Gorecock, or pheasant, or the quail, 

Or turkey tipp'd with white. 

The duckling's body yellow wool, 
Its back with small drake feathers full, 

For wiogs light mottl'd drake : 
Its yellow belly mind leave bare, 
With a small drake set here and there, 

The duckling fly will make. 

The mouse with hawk lyide ribfr'd with blue, 
For wings, its tail of sadder hue, 

Form'd of a black and brown : 
With double cone of mouse skin make 
Its body, which the pyke will take, 

With eager eye is known. 

Gudgeon and minnow too, like fly, 
Or trout, or sand-eel, you may try ; 
But when they take, give way : 
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And let them to their holds retreat, 
There let them all their plunder eat, 
Completely, gorge their prey. 

Then from his hold the victim hawl, 
And, to his aid lest he should call 

The neighbouring roots around ; 
Keep a look out with watchful eye, 
For he'll each likely effort try, 

E'er he he vanquish'd found. 

But would'st thou have thy bait last long, 
Uninjur'd by the biting throng? 

Employ the river eel ; 
Which you must e'er'divide in two, 
Whose strong tough skin of silver hue, 

Their bites will scarcely feel. 

For eels your numerous night lines lay, 
When sol retreating hides the day, 

In clouds and sable night : 
For these strong tackle you prepare, 
Or wire or links of horses* hair, 

Which do not twist too tight 
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But, lest the eager trout you take, 
And 'mong their breeders havock make, 

Apply the following bait : 
Or limpets from some rocky shore, 
Or silver sand-eels in large store, 

For eels a noble treat. 

And, when the sand-eel e'er you use, 
Those of the smallest size you chuae, 

And thus with skill prepare; 
As 'tis in length so you divide, 
Or into three or four, beside, 

The head not worth your care. 

Where Eden joins the briny flood, 
There flouoders that delight in mud, 

Or sand to hide their head, 
In endless multitudes resort ; 
When flows the tide afford much sport, 

If right your lines are laid. 

Of these some adepts six employ, 
With each twelve hooks ; and to decoy, 
The flounder sand-eels try ; 
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Or'the sWftH whiting thd* <p&ptf% 
First spliti thefa ii*6 idehes shar'di 
Either of Which apply; 

And as the tide* stSH higher flows, 
Still higher the adventurer goes, 

And upwards briskly roves > 
For e'er tfeldst is rightly laid, 
The first its proper time has staid, 

Which higher he removes. 

But, with least labour, best reward, 
To full one hundred yards tie hard 

A buoy at each extreme ; 
Then hook and bait it well, and throw, 
When the rmte tide begins to flow, 

The whole into the stream . 

Yon will in southern rivers find, 
Instead of trout f cdl many a kind; 

Inhabit their slow waves; 
These with their numbers ('mongthe rest,) 
Crowd Ms, loveliest nymph and best! 

These with her weeds she *av£s. 
i 
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'Morig which the chub (for sige the chief) 
Beneath a bosh seeks dear relief . 

From toil, by sluggish rest: 
Or at the tail of some high weed, 
You'll often find him on his feed, . 

For him the black Ay'* bept. 

The chub affords but little play, < 
And all his strength soon falls, way, . 

Though 't iirst he struggles hard : 
For you must keep him from the weed, 
Where he'll attempt to hide his head, 

And 'gainst his efforts ward- 

And next the barbel, cowajrdty ft& ! - 
Is sure to hide himself within , 

Some hollow brae's; recess* 
Thence may the diver hawl the spoil, 
Reward with multitudes his toil. 

And all his labours bless. 

The well arm'd perch you'll next allure, 
With wona, which in clean mose you scour, 
With sheet lead next your hook; 
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This through the opening weed you drop, 
Upwards by turns and downwards pop, 
By. which they're easiest took. 

Perch, in Mack waters best yon find, 
And ditches that are left behind 

The overflowing flood : 
There, near the banks among the weed, 
This cowardly tribe securely feed 
: -On wonos or other food. 

The dace, with black midge, next is caught, 
With which the Isis is full fraught, 

But chuse a windy day : 
No other fob witt here take fly, . 
Though you may still successful try, 

Their other fev'rite prey. 

The roach you'll take with unbak'd bread, 
Or paste stain'd with Vermillion red, 

The pea's near shape and size : 
This 'mong them will destruction make, 
And when they're in the humour take 

The silver scaly prize. 
I 2 
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N*fct,tkeis^ibtey in sillier $tec*; 
Qpatjis Jbis with : hfer nuroerou* rfcce, 

AmUtoat* the siwrface uaar; 
These with the maggot are allur'd, 
Witb.whaaten hran and legg* ^oUc Qtxr!d, 

The JBoaggotB best appear. 

But *yheo ;for <raach or Istay you *try, 
Th* alluring mocfc-bait first ;ipj^r, 

For blaj loose grains you throw : 
For roach with clay combine your grains, 
<Piusy«*r Jqcp easte* altering, 

H p $\tx>itiy. lodge below- 

The ruff y«U tafce like perchiiwith worfl^ 
This Iwrtte the perch's perfect form, - 

But not its jxrauteous fatter 
For in the muddiest pools 'tis found, 
,And takes ito colour frtiito the ground,- 

4» >tarte ecccrirdby few, 

I& grav'ily bottoms hextiycwk t*y> 
{Heine the nioegodgeoTO always lie) v 
With woipns welt scouted with moss: 
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Your>lrae must have the plummet's weight, 
By whiah you4fag the reptile bait, 
The grav'Hy bottom oross. 

In I*js*>e'er a trout they know. 
Its sluggish wares to trouts a foe ; 

The pyke too here abound, 
To trout? aa enemy; though here, 
The straggling trouts sometime appear, 

From neighbouring ponds around. 

Here nature's cafe we plainly trace, 
She guards impartial every race 

That haunts the rivers deep : 
Bids the gay trout seek safe resource, 
In the swift stream's resistless force, 

And there his station keep. 

Bids almost every other kind 
In the moist sluggish waters find, 

Secure desir'd retreat ; 
There on the unmolested weed, 
They lay their too defenceless seed, 
; To trouts a tempting bait. 
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Bids the % wift trout by insttnefc •ohuse, 
Lest her lov'd offspring she would loose, 

The gravel-bed's recess : 
There her ripe spawn she hides secure, 
Her well-fledg'd multitudes thence {>Mir, 

And all her labours bl^ss. 

For should not trouts their embryo hide* 
In the deep grav'lly bed's inside, 

The streams would wash't away : 
And should they haunt the sluggish wave, 
The other tribes would never save 

Their spawn, to trouts a prey. 

Salmon and trout alike conceal 
Their helpless spawn, lest it should fed 

Th' effects of hunger keen ; 
For both respectively will prey, 
On their own spawn if wash'd away, 

And if by either seen. 

Hence in Mill ponds trouts never breed, 
Unable to preserve their seed, 
From each rapacious trout : 
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For here tootgrav'tiy be&rare found, \ \'f. 
Being roO0*ly fowi'd in clayey ground, * 
Where *&m the spawn's found but. 

r* 

All pyke arts have, before been drawn, f 
Except that when theygo to spawn*'* 

They bask the surface nigh : 
Then may the skilfal marksman kill, 
The pyke,with dext'rous eyeat will, '* 

When as asleep they lie. . - : - 

The cast q^t here gives ample sport, 
Where gather 'd.fiah in crowds resort, 

At many a place are us'd ; 
For, with the angle here and fly, 
With almost endless toil you try, 

Your .patience quite abua'd/ 

In rapid Swale though sown but thin, 
I' ve seen the burbot, curious fin. ! 

The slipp'ry eel's compeer, 
Like her in eiery thing but shape, 
These from, the angler's arts, escape^ . 

But t^e sly night lines ioar, . . . 
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The graylings to<* in Swale resort, 
Give to the angler plenteous sport* 

If be right flic* prepare: 
Bat in the H umber most abound, 
From whience another name they're <6tiAd, 

And are the umber's there. 

The various tackle next we'll! shew/ 
Which every angter ought to knowi 

To make hiS'stock complete : 
For he, who on another's skill 
Depends, wiUmeer his quota kifl, 

Nor compass wonders graft 

In the ox bladder's large recess ' 

Hoard all your implements, that: dees** . 

Your flies, and every line : 
Feathers and dubbings, hooks and hair, 
There they'll beqardsenr'd with car^ 

Rude time's attack&endure. 

Round, hairs for fishing always? chase, 
For flat ones stubbornly refuse,. 
To join in friendship's tie,: 
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And when usM single, glittering sh£w 
Too much the chrystal wave below; 
Unto the trout's nice eye. 

To stain white hairs a water blae* 
These two ingredients right agree, 

In just proportion join'd : 
Litharge and argal two to one* 
Smooth marble pulveriz'd upotU 

By boiling well, combin'd* 

You may in equal shares, these two 
Combine, with fall two quarts they'll do, 

Of water soft and clean ; 
This mixture boil your hairs among, 
As you shall ehtise, or short or long, 

Or these extremes between. 

When for the salmon you shall try, 
Either by trolling, of the fly, 

Where braes on either hand 
Prevent your landing to a yards 
Of hazel a large hook tie hard, 

To {dock your fish to land. 
K 
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Thus too a. landing net apply, 
When for the cautious trout you try, 

Unto a shaft that's short i 
About the midst of which you bind 
A leather belt, which sling behind 

Your shoulder, when you sport 

Your angles e'er must painted be, 
Lest their Jight colour fish should see, 

And fly whene'er they move : 
Lest frequent damps the wood should taint, 
And rot the lapping, 'gainst which paint - 
. .A barrier sure will prove, 

Browji umber, vitriol-white, red-lead, 
Which levigate apart, then wed 

With oil, and mix them well : 
This forms the. first ; when ivory black, 
Red-le^d* and vitrioliwhife, will make 

The secpnd paint excel- - 

Would you in mossy streams, pursue 
Your sport ? white hairs of chesnut hue, 
The walnut buds will stain : 
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Which as you'd light or dark prepare, 
In the boil'd mixture let your hair 
Or short or long remain. 

Last, if for skill you'd raise your name, 
And wish to be etiroU'd by fame, 

A matchless artist height : 
Let the true angle be your care, 
For with bad rods you'll poorly fare, 

That do not spring aright. 

For this our native holm tree use, 
Which free from knots be sure to chuse, 

A thing not easy found : 
In quarter cleft this must be sawn, 
And then together closely drawn, 

With cordage all around. 

When thus its laid a year, reduce 
The whole to planks, that it to use 

The sooner be prepar'd : 
Another year will season quite, 
And bring your planks to temper right, 

When they may alt be squar'd. 
K 2 
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Let your holm planks adapted be, 
Respectively to each degree 

Of thickness, as designed ; 
Whether for branling or the fly, 
Or for the gilse or whitling try, 

Or for the salmon kind. 

Or quarter and half, or half alone, 
And 'tween the half and quarter one, 

Or e'en a quarter draw, 
Or the whole inch 5 though when but green 
Your holly, cut the inch between, 

Or inch or two inch saw. 

When an inch plank or square you'd saw, 
A two inch line you first must draw, 

Which after cut between; 
And thus divide, letting each end 
Differ in thickness, for which tend 

Your line from off the mean. 

When all your squares are ripe for use* 
The largest into small reduce, 

As each your rods shall need ; 
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Square out the whole with jus test art, 
That to advantage every part 
May as you'd wish succeed. 

Your tops you may with little pain, 
Rightly reduce with the flat plain, 

Of every proper size : 
Then the four angles with a file, 
He may reduce, who carefully toil, 

And steady hand applies. 

Your bottoms next of knotless fir, 

Whose straight grain'd planks you chuse with care, 

And cut with sloping skill : 
For thus you save your wood, though saw 
Uneven breadths, which you may draw, 

For various use at will. 

You need not hpre the file apply, • 
To make the angles smoothly lie, 

Flat plains are us'd alone : 
From the low root your slope begin, 
Which, and the top where join'd, let in, 

Their thickness both be one. 
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Last finish down the whole with reed, 
Which far excels the marshy breed 

Of plants, for roughest skin ; 
Though be your joints well form'd and glued, 
And well adapted all your wood, 

E'er the fine work begin. 

And now we've told each various part 
Of angling, and display 'd each art 

That thins the watery plain : 
Thanks ! gentle Naids, for your aid, 
And thou, fair muse, propitious maid ! 

Thy liberty regain. 
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